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PROGRAM 


String Octet, Op. 20 in E-flat major Felix Mendelssohn 

(1809-1847) 

i. Allegro moderato con fuoco 

ii. Andante 

iii. Scherzo. Allegro leggierissimo 

iv. Presto 


The first half of this evening’s program will consist of a discussion of the 
work with excerpts, followed by a brief intermission. 

The second half will begin with a full performance, followed by a Q&A with 
Rob Kapilow and the performers. 


Immediately following the concert Rob Kapilow will be signing copies of 
his book Listening for America: Inside the Great American Songbook from 
Gershwin to Sondheim in the Walter Hall lobby. 
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For over 30 years, Rob Kapilow 
has brought the joy and wonder 
of classical music - and 
unravelled some of its mysteries 
- to audiences of all ages and 
backgrounds. Characterized by his 
unique ability to create an “aha” 
moment for his audiences and 
collaborators, whatever their level 
of musical sophistication or naivete, 
Rob’s work brings music into 
people’s lives: opening new ears to 
musical experiences and helping 
people to listen actively rather than 
just hear. 

Rob’s range of activities is 
astonishingly broad, including 
his What Makes It Great?® 
presentations (now for over 
20 seasons in New York and 
Boston), his family compositions 
and Family Musik® events, his 
“Citypieces,” corporate programs, 
and residencies with institutions as 
diverse as the National Gallery of 
Canada and Stanford University. 

Rob has appeared on NBC’s 
Today Show with Katie Couric and 


presented a special What Makes 
It Great?® for PBS’s Live From 
Lincoln Center. He has written two 
books: All You Have To Do Is Listen, 
which won the PSP Prose Award 
for Best Book in Music and the 
Performing Arts, and What Makes 
It Great (2011), the first book of 
its kind designed for the iPad with 
embedded musical examples. His 
new book, Listening for America, is 
on the American Songbook. 

Rob Kapilow also writes and 
composes new music. He was the 
first composer to be granted the 
rights to set Dr. Seuss’s words to 
music, and his Green Eggs and 
Ham has been called “the most 
successful piece written for families 
this half century.” He recently 
created a new piece for the 25th 
anniversary of Ottawa Chamberfest 
based on Louise Bourgeois’ 
spider sculpture “Maman.” He was 
featured on Chicago Public Radio’s 
Composers In America series, and 
is a recipient of an Exxon Meet- 
the-Composer grant and numerous 
ASCAP awards. 

Rob Kapilow has conducted many 
of North America’s orchestras, 
as well as new works of musical 
theatre, from the Tony Award¬ 
winning Nine on Broadway to the 
premiere of Frida for the opening of 
the Brooklyn Academy of Music’s 
Next Wave Festival, and premieres 
of works for the American 
Repertory Theater. 



Timothy Ying performed for over 
20 years as first violinist of the Ying 
Quartet. A winner of the prestigious 
Naumburg Chamber Music Award, 
he also won a Grammy Award for 
Best Classical Crossover Recording 
and three Grammy nominations in 
the categories of Best Chamber 
Music and Large Jazz Ensemble 
recordings. He has been the 
recipient of grants from the National 
Endowment for the Arts and from 
Chamber Music America, and was 
a tenured faculty member at the 
Eastman School, where he served 
as chair of the Chamber Music 
department. For seven years he 
was one of the Blodgett Artists-in- 
Residence at Harvard University. 
Timothy Ying currently teaches at 
the University of Toronto and the 
Royal Conservatory. 

Erika Raum is a graduate of the 
University of Toronto where she 
studied with Lorand Fenyves and 
was awarded the prestigious Eaton 
Scholarship. Playing professionally 
since the age of 12, Erika won first 
place at the 1992 Joseph Szigeti 
International Violin Competition 
in Budapest as well as the award 
for best interpretation of a Mozart 
concerto. Both a recitalist and 
chamber musician, some of her 
recent international highlights 
include the Festival Pablo Casals de 
Prades, France and the Clandeboye 
Festival, Ireland. Erika Raum 
has been a member of the ARC 
Ensemble since its conception. The 


ARC has released four CDs, two of 
which were nominated for Grammy 
Awards. She currently teaches at 
The Glenn Gould School and the 
University of Toronto. 

Grammy Award-winning Japanese- 
Norwegian violist Masumi Per 
Rostad is in demand as a soloist, 
chamber musician, and teacher. 

He is currently associate professor 
of viola at the Eastman School 
of Music. Masumi received his 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees 
from The Juilliard School where he 
studied with Karen Tuttle and was 
appointed her teaching assistant. 

He has served on the faculties of 
the University of Illinois at Urbana- 
Champaign, The University of 
Chicago, and Northwestern 
University’s Bienen School of Music, 
and, as a former member of the 
Pacifica Quartet (2001 -17), he was 
full professor of viola and chamber 
music at Indiana University. 

Masumi’s Amati viola was crafted in 
Cremona, Italy in 1619. 

Internationally-acclaimed, award¬ 
winning Canadian cellist Shauna 
Rolston is one of the most gifted, 
unique, passionate, and innovative 
musical voices on the contemporary 
world stage. Over her distinguished 
career Shauna has performed in 
many of the world’s major concert 
halls with many of the world’s 
leading artists; her commitment to 
contemporary music has led to the 
commission and creation for her of 


more than 50 works for cello. She 
continues to captivate, astonish 
and delight with her concerts, 
recordings, and world premieres. 
Shauna Rolston holds a Master of 
Music degree from Yale where she 
studied with the distinguished cellist 
and pedagogue, Aldo Parisot. She 
is managed world-wide by Michael 
Dufresne (mgerard@bell.net). 

With their debut recording, 
Souvenirs released in November 
2019, Canada’s Rolston String 
Quartet - violinists Luri Lee and 
Emily Kruspe, violist Hezekiah 
Leung and cellist Jonathan Lo - 
continues to receive acclamation 
and recognition for their musical 
excellence. As the 2018 recipient 
and first international ensemble 
chosen for the prestigious 
Cleveland Quartet Award from 
Chamber Music America, their 
accolades and awards precede 
them. In 2016, a monumental year, 
they won First Prize at the 12th 
Banff International String Quartet 
Competition, Grand Prize at the 
31st Chamber Music Yellow Springs 
Competition, and Astral’s National 
Auditions. Recent highlights 
include debut performances at 
Carnegie Hall, Wigmore Hall, The 
Freer Gallery, and Chamber Music 
Houston, two major Canadian tours 
under the Prairie Debut and Debut 
Atlantic touring networks, and 
three European tours with dates in 
Leipzig, Berlin, Lucerne, Heidelberg, 
Barcelona, and Graz among others. 


Their 2019-20 season includes 
concerts at UCLA's Herb Alpert 
School of Music, Texas Performing 
Arts, Chamber Music Northwest, 
and Calgary Pro Musica; the 
chamber music societies of 
Detroit, Fort Worth, Kansas City, 
Philadelphia, and Vancouver; and 
the Louvre Museum. 

Notable collaborations include 
performances with renowned artists 
Janina Fialkowska, Gary Hoffman, 
Nobuko Imai, Miguel da Silva, and 
David Shifrin, as well as the St. 
Lawrence, and Dover Quartets. The 
quartet are associated artists at the 
Queen Elizabeth Music Chapel, and 
completed a two-year term as the 
Yale School of Music’s fellowship 
quartet-in-residence in spring 
2019. Previously, they were the 
graduate quartet-in-residence at 
Rice University’s Shepherd School 
of Music. Keeping in the teaching 
tradition, they have taught at the 
Yale School of Music, University 
of Toronto, and the Bowdoin 
International Music Festival among 
others. Primary mentors include the 
Brentano Quartet, James Dunham, 
Norman Fischer, and Kenneth 
Goldsmith, and the quartet has 
received additional guidance from 
the St. Lawrence String Quartet, 
Barry Shiftman, Miguel da Silva, and 
Alastair Tait. 

The Rolston String Quartet was 
formed in the summer of 2013 
at the Banff Centre for Arts and 


Creativity’s Chamber Music 
Residency. They take their name 
from Canadian violinist Thomas 
Rolston, founder and long-time 
director of the Music and Sound 
Programs at the Banff Centre. They 
are all graduates of The Glenn 
Gould School (GGS), and it was at 
the GGS that the original members 
founded their passion for chamber 
music and, under the guidance of 
Barry Shiffman, focused their artistic 
growth and ensemble playing. In 
addition, Luri, Emily and Jonathan 


are alumni of The Rebanks Family 
Fellowship and International 
Performance Residency Program at 
the GGS. 

Luri Lee plays a Carlo Tononi violin, 
generously on loan from Shauna 
Rolston Shaw. Emily Kruspe plays 
a 1900 Stefano Scarampella 
violin, generously on loan from the 
Canada Council for the Arts Musical 
Instrument Bank. The Rolston 
String Quartet is endorsed by 
Jargar Strings of Denmark. 


We are thrilled to announce that Rob Kapilow will be returning to the 
University of Toronto Faculty of Music for the 2020-2021 season with 

WHAT MAKES IT GREAT?® 

Event dates and program details available Summer 2020! 


“Mr. Kapilow has a remarkable gift for making academic analysis 
not only accessible but compelling as well. It was the kind of enlightening 
musical seminar in which you hang on to every word and note.” 

— The New York Times 

Want to be the first to know? 

Subscribe to the Faculty of Music’s monthly newsletter at 

bit.ly/UofTMusic-enews 



Thank you for your support! 


The Faculty of Music gratefully 
acknowledges the generosity of 
the individuals, foundations, and 
corporations who gave annual 
gifts of $1,000 or more between 
September 1,2018 and January 15, 
2020, in support of our students and 
programs. Thank you for the part you 
are playing in advancing the cause of 
music education in Canada. 
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For information on giving opportunities at the Faculty of Music please contact Tyler Greenleaf 
at 416-946-3580 or make a gift online at https://donate.utoronto.ca/music. 


Want to stay informed of our upcoming events? 

Sign up for our What’s Happening 
e-newsletter at bit.ly/UofTMusic-enews 

Follow us @UofTMusic 

Visit music.utoronto.ca 


Please note that photography and recording are 
strictly prohibited during the performance. 
Kindly turn off all electronic devices as a courtesy 
to the performers and your fellow patrons. 


BLOORST. 

CULTURE 

CORRIDOR 


The Faculty of Music is a partner of the Bloor St. Culture Corridor 
bloorstculturecorridor.com 






